Riverside County AGRICULTURE
The oﬃcial publication of Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc.
A private, nonprofit organization serving farmers throughout Riverside County since 1917

Our 73rd Year of Publication: Volume LXXIII, Number 3, March 2019.

Spanish Produce Safety
Alliance Grower Training
New Legislation Provides Economic
Boost to 4-H, FFA Students

california leopold conservation
award seeks nominees

Stakes at All-Time High for
Backyard & Commercial Trees in 2019

Reduce costs with GPS-aided
agronomy practices
MARCH 2019 RIVERSIDE COUNTY AGRICULTURE - 1

Executive Oﬃcers
President
Richard A. Schmid, Jr.

Vice Presidents

Welcome New Members
We would like to "Thank You" for becoming part
of the Farm Bureau Family.

Ellen Lloyd Trover
Andy Wilson
Paul Cramer

Treasurer
Anton Schmidt

2012 Past President
Grant Chaﬃn

Board of Directors
Celeste Alonzo
Linden Anderson
Stephen J. Corona
Andy Domenigoni
Cindy Domenigoni
John C. Gless
Dan Hollingsworth
Joyce Jong
Brad Scott
Greg Young

Farm Bureau Staﬀ
Executive Director
Corporate Secretary
Rachael Johnson

Office Manager
Stephanie Bell
(USPS 466-900) Published monthly by Riverside County Farm Bureau, Inc., a non-profit
organization serving farmers and ranchers at 21160 Box Springs Road, #102, Moreno
Valley, California 92557, Telephone 951/684-6732. Subscriptions: $1 per year of membership
dues. Periodicals postage paid at Riverside, California 92507, under act of March 3, 1887.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to RIVERSIDE COUNTY FARM BUREAU, 21160
Box Springs Rd., #102, Moreno Valley, CA 92557. For advertising information,Telephone
(951)684-6732 ~ Printed by Layton Printing, La Verne, California.
Riverside County Farm Bureau assumes no responsibility for statements by advertisers or
for products advertised in “Riverside County Agriculture,” nor for statements or expressions
of opinion other than in editorials or articles showing authorship by an officer, director or
employee of Riverside County Farm Bureau.

Inside this Issue...
FSMA Produce Safety Training .3
CA Leopold Conservation..........3
2018 Annual Dinner Sponsors ..4
Huanglongbing (HLB) ..............4
HLB Continued ..........................5
GPS-aided Agronomy Practices.6
Food and Farm News .................8
Calendar .....................................8

New Legislation Provides Economic
Boost to 4-H, FFA Students

A

recently introduced House bill would give an
economic boost to young people in agriculture by allowing 4-H and FFA students aged 21
and younger to keep more of the modest income
they earn. The students can turn around and put
the money toward higher education or future agricultural projects.
The Student Agriculture Protection Act of 2019
(H.R. 1770) would create a tax exemption for the
first $5,000 of income students earn from projects completed through 4-H or FFA.
The Farm Bureau-supported measure was introduced by Rep. Michael McCaul (R-Texas).
“The long-term sustainability of agriculture depends on talented young people pursuing careers
in farming and ranching, as well as related fields
and food-chain professions,” said American
Farm Bureau Federation President Zippy Duvall.
“Student agricultural projects encourage interest in fields of study that will provide the next
generation of farmers, ranchers, food scientists,
agricultural engineers, agronomists, horticulturalists and soil scientists.”

EMWD Offers Free Residential Drip
Irrigation Kits

E

astern Municipal Water District (EMWD) is offering free residential drip kits for qualifying
customers to help convert landscape irrigation
areas from spray to drip irrigation.
The program is funded in part through a nearly
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$70,000 grant from the United States Bureau of
Reclamation’s (USBR) WaterSmart program.
Each drip kit is valued at approximately $245 and
includes pressure regulators, drip tubing, connectors and emitters. The kit provides enough material
to convert between 250-400 square feet of planter
beds to highly-efficient drip irrigation, which can
save up to 60 percent of water per station when
compared to traditional spray irrigation.
Customers will also receive a DVD providing installation instructions and maintenance tips.
Customers who wish to participate may contact
EMWD to request a voucher for the kits, which may
be redeemed at Imperial Irrigation Supply in Menifee. There is a limit of two kits per customer and
are available on a first-come, first-serve basis.
For more information, or to submit an application,
please visit www.emwd.org/dripkit.

Extract from avocado seeds may
have helpful properties

A

n extract derived from avocado seeds
shows promise as a treatment against
inflammation, according to scientists at
Penn State University. The researchers say
laboratory tests indicate the extract may
slow inflammation. If that holds true, the extract could be developed as a functional food
ingredient or pharmaceutical. Because most
avocado seeds are thrown away, creating
uses for them could generate a new market
for growers and processors.

California Leopold Conservation
Award Seeks Nominees
April 23 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
Riverside Farm Bureau,
21160 Box Springs Rd Ste 102,
Moreno Valley, CA 92557
Spanish FSMA Produce Safety Training
Safe Food Alliance is honored to partner
with the California Department of Food and
Agriculture, as their designated training provider for Central and Southern California, to
conduct the required Produce Safety training for growers at a discounted rate of $35
per attendee Who Should Attend Produce
growers, buyers, and others interested in
learning about: produce safety, the Food
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) Produce
Safety Rule, Good Agricultural Practices
(GAPs), and co-management of natural resources and food safety…...Find out more
and register » https://safefoodalliance.com/
event/spanish-produce-safety-alliancegrower-training-12/

Know a California farmer, rancher or forester who goes above and
beyond in the care and management of natural resources? Nominate
them for the 2019 California Leopold Conservation Award®.
Sand County Foundation, the nation’s leading voice for the conservation of private land, presents the Leopold Conservation Award to
private landowners in 13 states for extraordinary achievement in voluntary conservation. In California the $10,000 award is presented with
Sustainable Conservation and California Farm Bureau Federation.
Given in honor of renowned conservationist Aldo Leopold, the award
recognizes landowners who inspire others with their dedication to
land, water and wildlife habitat management on private, working land.
In his influential 1949 book, “A Sand County Almanac,” Leopold called
for an ethical relationship between people and the land they own and
manage.
Nominations may be submitted on behalf of a landowner, or landowners may nominate themselves. The application can be found at:
https://sandcountyfoundation.org/uploads/CA-CFN-LR.pdf
Applications must be postmarked by July 15, 2019. Mail applications
Leopold Conservation Award
to:

c/o Sustainable Conservation
98 Battery Street, Suite 302
San Francisco, CA 94111
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2018 Annual Dinner Sponsors
Gold Sponsors

Domenigoni Brothers Ranch

Stakes at All-Time High for
Backyard & Commercial Trees
in 2019
Article courtesy of californiaagnet.com

Detections of Huanglongbing (HLB), an
incurable plant disease that kills citrus
trees, increased by 160 percent in 2018
compared to the previous year, signaling
the growing threat to the state’s iconic
citrus trees, landscape and economy.
HLB is spread by a small pest called the
Asian citrus psyllid as it feeds on citrus
tree leaves. The disease is not dangerous to humans or pets, but it is fatal for
citrus trees and has no cure. Once a tree
is conﬁrmed with the disease, it must be
removed from the property in order to
protect neighboring citrus trees.

This technical two-day citrus conference for industry personnel, service company representatives and researchers will provide updates on recent developments
in post-harvest disease control, export requirements and food safety. Conference
Highlights: Fruit Quality and Decay Management; Auditing for food safety compliance following GWP and GAP guidelines; International MRL Compliance; Update
on CCQC Activities; Update on research and control of ACP/HLB. Location: Hyatt
Centric Santa Barbara ~ 1111 E Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA 93103
Deadline to Register: APRIL 18, 2019 Register at: http://www.citrusresearch.org
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The disease was ﬁrst discovered in
California in 2012 in Hacienda Heights.
HLB was detected in 269 trees in 2017
and 699 trees in 2018, with a majority of
these occurring in Los Angeles, Orange
and Riverside counties. The disease has
not yet been detected in a California
commercial grove.
HLB has devastated commercial citrus
production in Florida. Over the course
of 10 years, Florida’s commercial citrus industry lost $7.8 billion in revenue, 162,200 citrus acres and more

than 7,500 jobs due to HLB. Should the
disease spread from backyard trees in
Southern California to nearby commercial citrus groves, the livelihood of California’s citrus production could impact
about 3,900 farmers and 292,000 acres
of citrus production in the state. Commercially grown citrus contributes $7
billion in economic impact to the state
and employs more than 22,000 individuals.

and feed with their body at a 45-degree
angle on citrus leaves.
•Symptoms of HLB include blotchy
and yellowing leaves, premature and
excessive fruit drop, lopsided fruit, and
bitter, inedible fruit.

“The livelihood of California’s commercial citrus industry and the generations of
families it supports is at risk because of
HLB,” said Jim Gorden, a citrus grower
in the San Joaquin Valley and chair of
the Citrus Pest & Disease Prevention
Committee. “We are at a crossroads, and
we must all work together to do what is
necessary to protect our citrus.”

• Cooperate with agriculture oﬃcials
who may ask to inspect or treat their citrus tree.

• Call the state’s pest hotline at 800491-1899 if the pest or disease is spotted.

• As part of tree maintenance, visit a lo-

cal nursery or garden center to get advice on products that can help protect
citrus trees.
• When pruning citrus trees, be sure to
dry out citrus clippings or double bag
them before removing the plant material from the property.
• Refrain from moving citrus plants, foliage or fruit as doing this may unknowingly spread the pest.
More information and photos of Asian citrus psyllids and HLB symptoms are available at CaliforniaCitrusThreat.org.

Photo of Asian Citrus Psyllid Adults

The California Department of Food and
Agriculture (CDFA) has established
quarantines throughout the state that
limit the transport of citrus across state
and international lines, and between areas where the psyllid and disease have
been found. Additionally, CDFA has
agriculture crews canvassing the state
to inspect backyard citrus trees for the
Asian citrus psyllid and HLB.
“The Department is committed to our
partnership with California’s commercial citrus industry and residential citrus
growers to ﬁght HLB,” said Victoria
Hornbaker, interim director of the citrus
program at CDFA. “With more than half
of California residences estimated to
have a citrus tree on their property, and
California citrus production supporting
billions of dollars in our state’s economy, we all play an instrumental role in
protecting our citrus.”
California residents play an important
role in protecting the state’s citrus trees.
Residents should:
• Proactively inspect their citrus trees
for the Asian citrus psyllid and HLB
monthly, and whenever watering, spraying, pruning or tending trees.
•Adult Asian citrus psyllids are
brown, about one-eighth of an inch long,
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Reduce costs with GPS-aided agronomy practices
GPS technology is helping businesses create more efficient and reliable growing practices
The following information is provided by Nationwide, the #1 farm and ranch insurer in the U.S.1

The ag industry is continuously focused on producing higher yields, reducing labor costs, creating more environmentally friendly farms and producing less
waste. GPS technology and more streamlined processes are helping those businesses create more efficient and reliable growing practices.
Automated guidance and steering systems are evolving
Over the past five years, GPS steering solutions have evolved from an after-market add-on to a standard factory installation. Much like computer software,
these systems can control several different components and processes at the same time. They can be easily monitored and controlled by one central interface and device.
Automated systems include a GPS receiver and antenna and can be used on equipment like tractors, sprayers, combines and fertilizer spreaders, helping
to improve farm work efficiency.
Delicate processes such as applying pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers can be better controlled and monitored, helping to reduce waste and expenses.
Guidance solutions like these can also improve performance on other large farm vehicles for tasks such as rolling or cultivating, and can improve precision
farming for planting and soil distribution
Self driving tractors are on the horizon
Mishaps or overlaps during the application process can have expensive and long-lasting impacts; distraction or decreased visibility is often the culprit. By
removing most human interaction, common mistakes like over-applying (driving too narrow) and skips (driving too wide) can be reduced. Eliminating these
and other risks can help reduce claims and promote operational efficiency and reduced waste.
Over the next 10 years, the use of self-driving tractors and robots that harness GPS capabilities are expected to rise. An ongoing need to control costs and
increase output will eventually encourage farmers to embrace remote and autonomous technologies like these.
Automated farm implements have also begun to help resolve labor shortages. These systems and vehicles can enable one person to complete the work of
two. Limitations still apply for operating autonomous tractors on public roads, however, so monitoring is still required.
How can GPS improve eﬃciency on my farm?
GPS can improve farm efficiency for soil sampling, irrigation monitoring and more precise planting:
Soil sampling
GPS can collect accurate data to determine soil variability and establish whether soil is ideal for crop growth. By taking samples in blocks called grids (areas
of approximately .5-10 acres), soil types can be profiled to distinguish viability and determine fertilizer and seed requirements for optimal growth.
Irrigation monitoring
Irrigation systems with GPS can monitor rainfall and help measure soil moisture to direct water where it’s needed most. They can also be used to identify
heavy weeded patches, which stifle crop growth and can hamper eventual yields over time.
GPS systems can also help generate an algorithm to calculate irrigation needs based on crop and soil type. It can evaluate soil maintenance schedules.
Precision agriculture
Precision agriculture is an information technology-based management system that collects data obtained from GPS and integrates it into a global information
system (GIS). It can come in handy when planning future plant density, spacing and depth. Adjustments can be programmed into the GPS software and be
ready to go for planting season.
During the planting season, the GPS monitor can execute the program without relying on an operator’s constant attention. The machine can change seeding
spacing and depth continuously while the operator focuses on machine performance.
Yield mapping, another concept made possible with GPS technology, is a technique in agriculture that utilizes GPS data to analyze variables like crop yield
and moisture content. Farmers can analyze and compare crop yields year over year to plan more effectively. It also gives them a map of field productivity to
compare output vs input and decide the best plan for each acre.
Is human interaction in farming becoming a thing of the past?
With improved satellite signals, broader digital bandwidth and remote capabilities, it’s possible that sensitive agronomy procedures could be managed without human interaction in the future. How well this new perspective and technology is embraced by the agricultural industry will dictate the timing, however,
Nationwide continues to explore the added efficiency and cost-effectiveness of this technology and what it could mean for your farm and future.
For more information on emerging technologies and agronomy techniques, please refer to your Nationwide Agribusiness consultant. Available only to
Nationwide members, please consult the Agronomy QMS eModule for updated and comprehensive information on constructing your own effective quality
management system.
To learn more about Nationwide farm insurance and other commercial coverages, visit Nationwide.com/agribusiness. To find a local
Nationwide agent, visit FarmAgentFinder.com.
Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company and Affiliated Companies. Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review, and approval. Products and discounts not available to all persons in all states. Nationwide, the Nationwide N and Eagle,
and Nationwide is on your side are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2018 Nationwide.
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Food and Farm News

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Courtesy of CFBF

“Plant parents” boost houseplant sales
Are you a “plant parent”? If so, you’re contributing to growing demand for indoor foliage plants. A San Diego County nursery owner
says young adults appear to be driving the “plant parent” trend through
social media. That’s increased sales of plants such as Chinese money
plants and “retro” houseplants such as philodendrons. Nursery operators say cooler-than-average temperatures have delayed growth of
many of their plants by one to four weeks.

Honey sweetens food and economy, study says

The next board meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 10, 2019, beginning at 5:30 p.m. at Russo’s
Italian Kitchen in Banning.

 April 17, 2019

~ Carl Moyer Program Oﬀ-Road/
Construction/Agricultural Equipment/Engines Workshop,
April 17, 2019 – 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Coachella Valley
Mosquito & Vector Control District, Board Room, 43420
Trader Place, Indio, CA 92201.

People in the United States consume nearly 600 million pounds of
honey a year, according to a University of California study released
April 18, 2019 ~ Temecula Valley Wine Country
Tuesday by the National Honey Board. About half that consumption Annual Grape Day Event. Hosted by South Coast
comes from food in which honey is an ingredient. The study estimates
Winery Resort & Spa at 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.. For more
U.S. honey production generates 22,000 jobs and about $4.7 billion in
economic activity. California ranks third in the nation in honey pro- information, visit www.temeculawines.org. Click Events.
duction.



Strawberry research may lead to crop improvements

Two genes control sweetness of citrus
New, sweeter varieties of citrus fruit could result from research conducted in the Netherlands and California. By analyzing citrus raised
at the University of California, Riverside, scientists in Amsterdam
isolated two genes that appear to control whether citrus fruit will be
sweet or sour. The discovery could help future plant breeders produce
sweet-tasting fruit with just the right balance of tang.

Knowing more about strawberry genetics promises to help plant
breeders enhance crop quality and protect berries from disease. Scientists at the University of California, Davis, announced this week
they had worked with an international team to sequence the strawberry genome. Strawberry specialists say that will allow them to
identify genes that protect the plant against diseases, and those that
aﬀect aroma, shelf
life and other key
factors.

“Farm Bureau Working for You”
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